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A lot of rock stars don't age very
well. They make a bright flash early in
their careers, when they're young and
brash — but then burn out, fade away
or meet untimely ends. Worse yet, they
end up on a Behind the Music episode,
dishing out disturbing tales to bask in
that last two minutes of fame.

Not so with Ray Davies, one of
rock ’n’ roll's most tenacious survivors.
It's been almost 42 years since he and
brother Dave buzz-sawed into the
British rock scene with The Kinks' You
Really Got Me, a touchstone for both
punk and heavy metal that followed. 

Since then, Davies has persevered
through vicious band fights, bad
record deals and having his music fall
in and out of fashion. In 2004, he was
shot by a mugger in New Orleans and
required extensive leg surgeries.

While Ray Davies the man always
has been hard to figure out — often
called eccentric, prickly or even cruel,
and that's just by his brother — his
music is some of the best in the rock
canon. All Day and All of the Night,
Waterloo Sunset, Days, Lola — these
are just the few you might hear on the
radio (if you’re lucky), but there are
dozens more that are just as worthy.

Now, at 61, Davies' first solo studio
album (to be released Tuesday on V2
Records) shows that he still has some
surprises up his sleeve.

Other People’s Lives may be the
most appropriate album title this year
– the best of Davies’ work has always
shown a laser-sharp insight into the
human experience by adopting other
personas. And yet – much as the man
himself might deny it – the album also
may be the keenest look into Davies’
own soul.

A highlight is The Tourist, which
faults those who see every port of call
from inside a rose-colored bubble,
when the reality is much different:

“I'm just another tourist checking
out the slums / With my plastic Visa,
drinking with my chums / I dance and
swing while ABBA sing / And I flash
my Platinum / To the sound of Livin'
La Vida Loca.”

The obvious inspiration for the song
is New Orleans, but don't think Davies
is writing about being shot — the song
was recorded at least a year before
then, which makes it eerily prescient. 

The album's title track is another
standout, with its Latin-flavored

arrangement and stinging indictment
of Britain's tabloid media. A female
club singer coos backup vocals in
Spanish, making this almost a tango.

As you might expect, some songs
have a definite Kinks-like vibe. Next
Door Neighbour, a tour through the
crises of a middle-class street, has the
bouncy tempo and brass section of the
classic album The Kinks Are The
Village Green Preservation Society or
The Kinks’ early 1970s repertoire. Run
Away From Time or the pick-me-up
sentiment of Is There Life After Break-
fast? could have been 1980s offerings.

For some of the album, however,
Davies sheds his straightforward song-
writing style for something more akin
to poetry, with bold images and broad
strokes that leave much of the inter-
pretation to the listener. The hard-
rocking opener Things Are Gonna
Change (The Morning After) is a firm
pledge for a better life after an all-
night bender. After the Fall weaves
biblical imagery with one common
man's fall from grace.

Over My Head, which should have
been the album's closer, is a dreamy
ode to removing yourself from the rat
race, to rest so you can fight another
day. (The previously released Thanks-
giving Day is tacked onto the end — a
fine tune, but out of place here.)

A history of The Kinks would take
up an entire book (and has, most
notably Davies’ “unauthorized autobi-
ography,” X-Ray). The full story of
Other People’s Lives, with roots that
stretch back to last millennium, could
take almost as long. 

Here’s the thumbnail version: In
1999, Davies was touring with his suc-
cessful “Storyteller” tour – a stage
show that combined The Kinks’ great-
est hits with readings from Davies’
memoir – when he began to make
plans for his first true solo album. He
signed with Capitol Records, but he
frustrated executives when he kept his
new songs close to the vest (a Davies
trait stretching back to the 1960s).

In August 2000, in a hastily
arranged three-night stand at New
York’s tiny Jane Street Theatre, Davies
showcased a brace of those new tunes
(five of them eventually ending up on
Other People’s Lives). Reports of the
album became like Elvis sightings: It
would come out in 2001; its cheeky
title would be Why Suddenly Now?;
Davies would tour with a full band for
the first time since The Kinks, possibly
made up of musicians from indie-rock
favorites Yo La Tengo. But by 2002,
he parted ways with Capitol without
the label releasing anything. 

In 2002 and 2003, Davies finally
ended the “Storyteller” format, assem-
bled a full band (neither The Kinks
nor Yo La Tengo, but worthy musi-
cians nonetheless) and toured all over
Great Britain. Somehow, though, the
tours never stretched across the
Atlantic – as if Davies was saving
America for an album release that
never materialized.

That’s not to say he wasn’t visiting
the U.S. Davies, who usually splits his
time between London and New York,
had found solace in New Orleans’ mix
of music, culture and humanity.

On New Year’s Day 2004, Bucking-
ham Palace announced that Davies
would be named a Commander of the
British Empire (an honor just below
knighthood). But three days later, he
was shot as he ran after a mugger who
had stolen his girlfriend's purse.

The shock of it seems to have
shaken Davies from his creative ennui:
He signed with Virgin-owned V2 and
finally mixed the album for release. 

If a criticism can be made of Other
People's Lives, it's this: For a guy who
used to produce a Kinks album every
couple of years, an eight-year gesta-
tion period seems too long. Maybe it's
time for Davies to make peace with his
brother, so “Dave the Rave” can give
him a friendly kick up the backside
now and again.
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BILLBOARD TOP 10
Weekly charts for the nation’s best-selling

recorded music as they appear in next
week’s issue of Billboard magazine.
Reprinted with permission.
TOP 10 SINGLES

1. Check on It, Beyonce. Columbia. 
2. You’re Beautiful, James

Blunt. Custard. 
3. Grillz, Nelly. Derrty.

4. Be Without You,
Mary J. Blige. Geffen.

5. I’m n Luv , T-Pain.
Konvict Muzik/Jive.
6. Shake That Eminem.

Shady/Aftermath.
7. So Sick, Ne-Yo. Def

Jam.
8. Temperature, Sean

Paul. VP.
9. Yo , Chris Brown. Jive.

10. Unpredictable, Jamie Foxx. 
TOP ALBUMS

1. Soundtrack: Curious George, Jack
Johnson. Brushfire.

2. The Breakthrough, Mary J. Blige. 
3. The Greatest Songs of the Fifties, Barry

Manilow. Arista.
4. Amore, Andrea Bocelli. Sugar.
5. On Top of Our Game, Dem Franchize

Boys. So So Def.
6. Ancora, Il Divo. SYCO/Columbia/Sony.
7. The Emancipation of Mimi, Mariah

Carey. Island. 
8. Breakaway, Kelly Clarkson. RCA. 
9. Curtain Call: The Hits, Eminem. Shady. 
10. Unpredictable, Jamie Foxx. J.

ROCK TRACKS
1. Animals, Nickelback. Roadrunner.
2. Wasteland, 10 Years. Republic.
3. Bat Country, Avenged Sevenfold.
4. Twisted Transistor, Korn. Virgin.
5. Hypnotize, System of a Down. 
6. Save Me, Shinedown. Atlantic.
7. Get Stoned, Hinder. Universal. 
8. Stricken, Disturbed. Reprise.
9. Out of Exile, Audioslave. Epic.
10. Truth, Seether. Wind-up.

DANCE MUSIC — CLUB PLAY
1. Rhythm Intoxication, Rosabel. Silver

Label.
2. I'll Be Your Light, Kristine W. Silver

Label.
3. Check on It, Beyonce (feat. Slim Thug).

Columbia.
4. Can't Let Go, Johnny Vicious (feat. Judy

Albanese). Nervous.
5. Be Without You, Mary J. Blige. Geffen.
6. A Pain That I'm Used To, Depeche

Mode. Sire.
7. In My Mind (Freemasons/D. Hernandez

Mixes), Heather Headley. RCA.
8. Doctor Pressure, Mylo Vs. The Miami

Sound Machine. Breastfed.
9. Talk, Coldplay. Capitol
10. Sorry, Madonna. Warner Bros.

LATIN SINGLES
1. Rompe, Daddy Yankee. El Cartel.
2. Contra Viento y Marea, Intocable. EMI

Latin.
3. Ella Y Yo, Aventura feat. Don Omar. Pre-

mium Latin.
4. Ven Bailalo, Angel & Khriz. Luar.
5. Rakata, Wisin & Yandel. Mas Flow/Uni-

versal Latino.
6. Llame Pa’Verte, Wisin & Yandel. 
7. Lo Que Me Gusta a Mi, Juanes. Surco.
8. Noche de Sexo, Wisin & Yandel. 
9. Algo de Mi, Conjunto Primavera. Fono-

visa.
10. Mayor Que Yo, Baby Ranks, Daddy

Yankee, Tonny Tun Tun, Wisin, Yandel &
Hector. Mas Flow.
JAZZ ALBUMS

1. Possibilities, Herbie Hancock. Hear.
2. Catching Tales, Jamie Cullum. Verve

Forecast.
3. The Essential Kenny G, Kenny G. .
4. Hidden Beach Recordings Presents:

Unwrapped Vol. 4, Various Artists. Hidden
Beach.

5. Eleven, Incognito. Narada Jazz.
6. Kirk Whalum Performs The Babyface

Songbook, Kirk Whalum. Rendezvous.
7. We Get a Kick Out of Jazz, Various

Artists. Verve.
8. It’s on Tonight, Brian Culbertson. GRP.
9. At Last... The Duets Album, Kenny G.  
10. twentysomething, Jamie Cullum.

CLASSICAL ALBUMS
1. Opera Recital, Rolando Villazon. Virgin

Classics.
2. Opera Proibita, Cecilia Bartoli. Decca.
3. The Flying Dutchman, Andre Rieu. 
4. Vivaldi: The Four Seasons, Janine

Jansen. Decca.
5. Golijov: Ayre, Berio: Folksongs, Dawn

Upshaw & Andalucian Dogs. DG
6. Tchaikovsky: Violin Concerto, Joshua

Bell/Berlin Philharmonic. Sony Classical.
7. Sacred Songs, Renee Fleming. Decca.
8. Soundtrack: Match Point. Milan.
9. Tuscany, Andre Rieu. Denon.
10. Yo-Yo Ma Plays Ennio Morricone, Yo-

Yo Ma With Roma Sinfonietta Orchestra.
Sony Classical.

— Associated Press
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Still full of surprises
Rock survivor Ray Davies

releasing first solo studio album
ON TOUR

Next month, Ray Davies begins his
first U.S. tour since October 2001.
Within driving distance of Binghamton:

ä March 20: 9:30 Club, Washington,
D.C. 

ä March 21: Tower Theatre,
Upper Darby, Pa. 

ä March 24- 26: Irving Plaza,
New York City.

ä March 28: Orpheum Theatre,
Boston. 
ON THE INTERNET

ä Ray Davies Web site:
www.raydavies.info

ä Unofficial Kinks Web site:
kinks.it.rit.edu

Plus   Look for our Page 2A Reader Coupon in Sunday's paper!

Miss a day. Miss a lot.

“Ever wonder what it's like to work in a tatoo parlor? ”
Day in the Life. Lifestyle. Monday.

PHANTOM OF THE OPERA ON BROADWAY

Friends of EPAC host bus
to NYC ‘Phantom’ matinee

The Friends of EPAC are sponsoring a
chartered bus trip to New York on Wednesday,
July 12, to see Phantom of the Opera at the
Majestic Theater. The performance is at 2 p.m.;
the bus will depart from New York in the early
evening. 

Tickets for the trip are $115 (includes orchestra
seats and round-trip bus fare). 

To reserve a seat, call EPAC at 785-8903. All
reservations must be prepaid by March 8.

Cortland Repertory Theatre
to hold auditions next month

Cortland Repertory Theatre is seeking actors for
its upcoming 35th annual summer season.
Productions include 5 Guys Named Moe, It Runs
in the Family, Murder on the Nile, Annie Get Your
Gun, Moonlight and Magnolias and I Left My
Heart, a salute to the music of Tony Bennett. 

All roles are open. CRT is particularly seeking
non-Equity African American men who sing and
move well for 5 Guys Named Moe, and two young
girls and one young boy, ages 8-14, who sing and
move well, for Annie Get Your Gun.

Upstate auditions will be held at two locations
in March: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. March 4 at Syracuse
Stage/University, 820 E. Genesee St., Syracuse,
and 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. March 25 at Homer High
School, Route 281, exit 13 off Route 81. 

Please call the CRT office at 753-6161 to sched-
ule an appointment and get further information
on audition requirement. Walk-ins will be seen as
time allows.

For more information about CRT, visit
www.cortlandrep.org. 

Lyric Performers schedule
registration for spring show

The Endicott Performing Arts Center,
102 Washington Ave., Endicott, will hold registra-
tion for the EPAC Lyric Performers' upcoming
production, On The Wild Side, from 7 to 9 p.m.
Feb. 27. There will be a rehearsal that evening
from 8 to 9 p.m.

Auditions are not necessary to join the Lyric
Performers, and participation is open to all adults
regardless of age or experience. Those wishing to
assist in the production with costumes, sets,
scenery, props, etc., also should register that
evening.

Rehearsals will be held at the EPAC Theater
from 7 to 9 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays. The
original musical comedy will be performed the
weekend of May 19-21.

For questions or more information, call Vivian
V. Virgilio at 785-5344. 

Preservation Association
is seeking award nominees

The Preservation Association of the Southern
Tier is accepting applications for its annual
awards. Architectural restoration to the exterior of
the building is emphasized. Categories include pri-
vate homes, government or non-profit organiza-
tion buildings, businesses, or other structures such
as bridges, band structures, etc. 

The deadline to apply is March 15. A special
brass plaque will be presented to winners at the
PAST annual meeting on May 9.

Call 723-4620 for an application.

Deadline approaching
for Artsfest artisans, vendors

The seventh annual Artsfest, a two-day festival
in Athens, Pa., is seeking artisans and vendors for
this year's festival, to be held May 6 and 7. 

On-site vendors both for profit and not-for-
profit organizations are invited to reserve a booth.
To obtain an artisan application, food vendor
application or not-for-profit organization applica-
tion, call David Webster at 570-888-7766, ext.
2171. The application deadline is Monday.

— Sarah D'Esti Miller
Send items to ArtsBeat, c/o Press & Sun-Bulletin, P.O. Box

1270, Binghamton, N.Y. 13902-1270. Fax to 798-1113, or e-mail
to smiller@pressconnects.com.


